
John Burge (b. 1961, Dryden, Ontario) is a Canadian composer who has 
been teaching at Queen’s University in Kingston, Ontario since 1987. A 
Juno-winning composer, he has produced a large body of instrumental and 
vocal music including a number of symphonies and concertos as well as a 
chamber opera. Like many composers he has a close affinity to the piano 
and as a solo performer, he still tries to find time to present concerts or 
lecture/demonstrations of his own music on the piano. In 2013 he joined the 
Red Leaf Pianoworks collective and began releasing new editions of his 
solo piano music starting with Parking an Octatonic Truck (JBComps-
001). This earlier set consisted of piano solos ranging from grades 1-8, a 
number of which had been composed as quick-study compositions for use 
at music festivals where Burge had adjudicated.  

 
Piano Reflections is in some ways a follow-up to the Parking an Octatonic Truck collection in that 
both books include compositions that were written in the late 1990’s for use as quick-study pieces. 
Initially this new set was to consist of only six pieces but while assembling and editing the music, 
Burge was asked to write a composition for one of his colleagues at Queen’s University in honour of 
the university’s first Nobel Prize recipient in 2015. Although completely unanticipated at the time, the 
resultant tribute to Dr. Arthur McDonald titled, “Oscillations,” became this collection’s most significant 
work. Additionally in 2015, Adèle Barclay, a writer and former first-year harmony student of Burge’s, 
happened to mention his solo piano arrangement of “O Canada” in a Literary Review of Canada 
book critique.  As this arrangement often changed character due to its improvisational underpinnings, 
finally putting the notes down on paper made his setting of “O Canada” another ideal addition.   
 
In examining this collection’s pieces it seemed that many of the works have an inspirational source 
that reflects a preexisting composition or image. This factor lead to the set’s overall title of Piano 
Reflections. Further, the dedication of “Oscillations” to Art and Janet McDonald seemed to require a 
dedicatee for the other pieces in the collection, which by extension provided a very tangible display 
how a composer’s personal life can be connected to the music that they produce.  
 
While it is often quite subjective to gauge the difficulty level of a composition until it has been played 
and taught by a number of pianists and teachers, John Burge suggests the following grade levels for 
these pieces: 
 Grade 7: Playing Tag 
 

 Grade 8: Prelude to a Prelude 
 

 Grade 9: One-Note Groove 
  Pastels 
  Variations on a Simple Theme 
 

 Grade 10: Dancing Arpeggios [Etude] 
  O Canada [Arrangement] 
    

 Diploma: Oscillations 
 
—Do check out the websites listed below for recordings of John Burge’s solo piano music.— 
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